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ENERGY CONSUMPTION 2014 SUSTAINABILITY CREED

Sustainability at Commerce Court means 
aggressively seeking to reduce short- and long-term 
energy consumption.

We commit to benchmarking results against best 
practices and industry standards specified by the 
Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) 
BEST program and the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED®) assessment system.

Our mandate is to continually improve 
environmental performance by partnering with 
tenants and vendors to reduce consumption and 
costs, ultimately increasing tenant satisfaction and 
comfort within the iconic complex.
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This report applies to Commerce Court Complex. Energy data includes electricity, 
steam, natural gas, and chilled water. (*) Adjusted GHG emission numbers are 
10,467 tC02e for 2013 and 12,002 tCO2e for 2014. (**) Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
emissions prepared by Energy Advantage and calculated using electricity, natural 
gas, steam, landfill waste and water; this data has not been adjusted for weather 
or occupancy. All GHG emissions are updated and calculated using the most 
current emission factors available at the time of publishing (Environment Canada’s 
National Inventory Report 1990-2012). All other data was sourced directly from 
utility bills and sub‑meter outputs and has been audited, verified and weather 
corrected by Energy@Work Inc. Forward looking measures for 2015 finish are 
estimates based on YTD July 2015 unadjusted data.
References: (1) http://www.bomabest.com/wp‑content/uploads/BBEER‑2014‑
Summary‑Report.pdf (2) REALpac water‑use intensity avg.: http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/
www.realpac.ca/resource/resmgr/industry_sustainability_‑_water_benchmarking/
rp_water_report_05_hr_final.pdf (3) BOMA EUI avg: http://www.bomabest.com/
wp‑content/uploads/BBEER‑2014‑Full‑Report.pdf (4) http://3rcertified.ca/uploads/
Image/RCO_NWBS_Report_March_2015_Final.pdf
Final 2015 results to be reported later in 2016.
† Data from 2014 BOMA Full and Summary Report are both based on 2013 Data.
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Energy Use Intensity (EUI) is a measure of how 
efficiently a building consumes energy, including 
through mechanical systems, heating and cooling 
and tenant spaces.

Commerce Court’s EUI for 2013 and 2014, at 
26.0 ekWh/ft2/yr and 28.9 ekWh/ft2/yr respectively, 
are close to the national average for BOMA BEST 
certified offices, which is 27.4 ekWh/ft2/yr.1

The 28.9 ekWh/ft2/yr in 2014 at Commerce Court 
is attributable to the increased number of tenants 
in the complex and a colder winter. In 2014 and 
through 2015, ownership and management prepared 
to improve efficiency and implemented a new 
diagnostics monitoring system for all six of its 
chillers, continued its real-time energy monitoring 
program and retro-commissioning activities, and 
completed an extensive stairwell lighting retrofit 
throughout the complex

With these proactive measures and others 
being implemented collaboratively, the 2015 finish is 
expected to come in close to the 2014 finish.

1 See the 2014 BOMA BEST Energy and Environment: Summary 
Report (p.2).
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2014 Earth Award, Office 
Building Complex: For excellence 
in environmental management and 
achieving the highest BOMA BEST 
Level 3 score in 2013

2014 RCO (Recycling Council 
of Ontario) Silver Award: 
For waste diversion efforts in 
the Industrial, Commercial and 
Institutional Office Building category

2013 RCO (Recycling Council 
of Ontario) Bronze Award: 
For waste diversion efforts in 
the Industrial, Commercial and 
Institutional Office Building category

2012 Internationally recognized 
LEED Gold Existing Buildings: 
Operations  and Maintenance 
certification
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Greenhouse gases (GHGs) absorb solar radiation, 
causing the greenhouse effect. GHGs include 
carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide.

Commerce Court’s absolute* GHG emissions 
went from 10,538 tCO2e in 2013 to 12,718 tCO2e 
in 2014. The increase was substantially driven 
by colder than normal winter weather and 
more occupants, which in turn contributed to 
increased energy use and waste production.

Although GHG emissions in 2014 increased, 
total GHG emissions at the complex have still 
dropped by nearly two-fifths (39%) since the 2007 
baseline.

Ownership and management are committed 
to continually tracking and publicizing its GHG 
emissions and actively seek to identify measures 
that reduce GHGs and their associated impacts to 
the environment.

* GHG emissions numbers adjusted for weather and 
occupancy on back panel.

Successful waste diversion means less waste 
in the landfill and more recyclable materials 
captured from the overall waste stream.

Commerce Court achieved a 77.5% 
diversion rate in 2014, comparable to its 2013 
diversion rate of 78.4%. This diversion rate is 
well above the national average office diversion 
rate of 66%, as reported by the latest Recycling 
Council of Ontario (RCO) National Solid Waste 
Benchmarking Study.4

A silver RCO Award in 2014 recognized 
Commerce Court for building on and exceeding 
the success from its 2013 bronze RCO Award. 
This award recognized the successful waste 
management programs lead by the Commerce 
Court Green Council which worked to engage 
and educate all stakeholders including tenants 
and cleaning staff on improving recycling 
behaviours.

To maintain this waste management 
success in 2015, ownership and management 
continued working with all stakeholders 
on awareness, education and engagement 
programs.

Water use intensity is a measure of how efficiently 
a building consumes water. At Commerce Court, 
water usage reflects the consumption activities of 
mechanical and cooling systems and tenant spaces.

The water consumption rate at Commerce 
Court in 2014 was 0.45 m3/m2, which is in-line with 
the 2013 water consumption of 0.44  m3/m2. Water 
efficiency at the complex ranks significantly better 
(33% less) than the national average for BOMA BEST 
certified offices at 0.68 m3/m2.1

The slight increase in Commerce Court’s water 
use is attributable to a growth in the number of 
tenants and occupants moving into the complex. 
Despite this growth, the increase in water usage was 
mitigated by several water management strategies 
implemented at the property, including the continued 
use of high efficiency water fixtures, extensive sub-
metering of tenant spaces and limiting evaporative 
water losses through the complex’s cooling towers.

A water audit was conducted in 2015 to further 
improve understanding of tenants’ consumption 
patterns and water needs. Through these gained 
insights, ownership and management continued 
collaborating with tenants to maintain water 
efficiency in 2015.

1 See the 2014 BOMA BEST Energy and Environment Summary 
Report (p. 2)
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