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ENERGY CONSUMPTION 2013 SUSTAINABILITY CREED

Sustainability at Commerce Court means 
aggressively seeking to reduce short- and long-
term energy consumption. 

We commit to benchmarking results against 
best practices and industry standards specified 
by the Building Owners and Managers 
Association (BOMA) BESt program and the 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED®) assessment system. 

Our mandate is to continually improve 
environmental performance by partnering with 
tenants and vendors to reduce consumption and 
costs, ultimately increasing tenant satisfaction 
and comfort within the iconic complex.
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 This report applies to Commerce Court Complex. 

Energy data includes electricity, natural gas, and chilled water. (*) Adjusted GHG 
emissions numbers are 11,103 tC02e for 2012 and 10,466 tC02e for 2013, for –5.7% 
reduction. (**) Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions prepared by Energy Advantage and 
calculated using electricity, natural gas, steam, landfill waste and water; this data has not 
been adjusted for weather or occupancy. All other data was sourced directly from utility 
bills and sub‑meter outputs and has been audited and verified by Energy@Work Inc. 

REFERENCES: (1) http://www.bomabest.com/wp‑content/uploads/BBEER‑2014‑
Summary‑Report.pdf (2) REALpac water‑use intensity avg.: http://c.ymcdn.com/
sites/www.realpac.ca/resource/resmgr/industry_sustainability_‑_water_benchmarking/
rp_water_report_05_hr_final.pdf (3) http://racetoreduce.ca/the‑race/faq (4) BOMA EUI 
avg: http://www.bomabest.com/wp‑content/uploads/BBEER‑2013‑Full‑Report.pdf

† Data from 2014 BOMA Full and Summary Report are both based on 2013 Data. 

2013 Commerce Court Energy 
Consumption vs. BOMA Data  
(ekWh/ft2/yr)†
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RCO (Recycling Council of Ontario) 
Bronze Award: 
For waste diversion efforts 
in the Industrial, Commercial 
and Institutional Office 
Building category 

2012  
Internationally recognized LEED 
Gold (Core and Shell) standard
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In 2013, energy performance at Commerce 
Court continued to improve. The  
complex’s 2013 energy use intensity (EUI) 
of 26.0 ekWh/ft2/yr was a 4% improvement 
from 2012’s 27.1 ekWh/ft2/yr and also below 
the current published BOMA BESt certified 
office buildings national average EUI of 
27.1 ekWh/ft2/yr.(1) The complex also exceeded 
its Race-to-Reduce target a full year ahead of 
schedule by achieving a 13% reduction versus 
a 2010 baseline of 30.0 ekWh/ft2/yr.(3)

Key contributors to Commerce Court’s 
performance include:

• Implementation of Energy Master Plan 
concentrated on management performance 
programs to drive energy efficiencies while 
ensuring safety and maintaining tenant 
comfort

• On-going monitoring and benchmarking of 
energy consumption by tenants and landlord

(1) See the 2014 BOMA BESt Energy and Environment: Summary Report (p. 2).
(3) http://racetoreduce.ca/the-race/faq
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WATER CONSUMPTION 2013WASTE DIVERSION RATE 2013

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) absorb solar 
radiation, causing the greenhouse 
effect. GHGs include carbon dioxide, 
methane, nitrous oxide, ozone, and 
chlorofluorocarbons.

The increase in occupancy levels at 
Commerce Court compared to 2012, along 
with a warmer summer and colder winter, 
in 2013 contributed to the slight increase 
in GHG emissions. For Commerce Court, its 
GHG emissions (unadjusted)* went from 
10,155 tCO2e in 2012 to 10,298 tCO2e in 2013 
for a 1.4% increase.

Commerce Court continually tracks its GHG 
emissions and actively seeks to identify 
measures that reduce GHGs and their 
associated impacts to the environment.

* GHG emissions numbers adjusted for weather and occupancy on 
back panel.

Key to the waste diversion success at Commerce 
Court has been tenant-landlord collaboration. 
Owners, tenants, and management at Commerce 
Court have the satisfaction of knowing that by 
working in partnership their recycling efforts are 
paying off as the waste diversion rate increased 
to 78.4% in 2013 from 77.8% in 2012. Based on 
findings from the 2014 BOMA BESt Energy and 
Environment Report, this 78.4% remains within 
the top 55% of all Canadian certified office 
buildings who achieved waste diversion rates of 
more than 60%.(1)

A collaborative initiative was the sidesaddle 
program. This was an upgrade of the existing 
two-bin deskside (paper and garbage) waste 
bin to a three-bin deskside bin, which now 
accommodates cans, bottles and plastic as well. 

Successful waste diversion means less waste 
in the landfill and more recyclable materials 
captured from the overall waste stream. 

(1) See the 2014 BOMA BESt Energy and Environment Summary Report 
(p. 2).
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2013 Commerce Court Water 
Consumption vs. BOMA Data (m3/m2)†

The water consumption rate at Commerce Court 
in 2013 was 0.44 m3/m2 which is a 25% favourable 
reduction from 0.59 m3/m2 water consumption 
in 2012. Water consumption in 2013 was also 
close to two-thirds of the national average water 
consumption rate for BOMA certified office 
building which is at 0.68 m3/m2.(1)

Furthermore, Commerce Court’s water 
consumption rate of 0.44 m3/m2 was 55% better 
than the national average of 0.98 m3/m2 in 2013.(1)  
This achievement was primarily based on 
replacing the complex’s bathroom fixtures with 
low-flow technology and installation of heat 
exchangers on the steam system which reduced 
the requirement for steam condensate quenching.

The 2013 water consumption rate of  
0.44 m3/m2 is not just less than half of the 
REALpac national average of 0.98 m3/m2(2) but, with 
increasing occupancy, also remains the complex 
target for water consumption until 2018.

(1) See the 2014 BOMA BESt Energy and Environment Summary Report (p. 2)

(2) Based on REALpac’s 2012 Water Benchmarking Pilot Report: Performance of 
the Canadian Office Sector.


