
A major contributor to energy 

savings at Commerce Court is the 

complex-wide use of the Enwave 

Deep Lake Water Cooling system. 

Installed in 2006, this system 

uses cold water pumped from 

deep within Lake Ontario to drive 

a heat-exchange system that 

helps cool the building. This 

means less energy is consumed, 

all while ensuring tenant comfort 

is a priority.

Owned by Managed by

60,000,000

50,000,000

100,000,000

90,000,000

80,000,000

70,000,000

COMPLEX ENERGY USAGE (ekWh)

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Waste Produced             Waste Diver ted

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

COMPLEX WATER CONSUMPTION (m3)

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

20,000

15,000

10,000

5,000
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

COMPLEX GHG EMISSION LEVEL (TCO2E) When a major tenant moved 

within Commerce Court to their 

new space they were able to 

achieve efficiencies that resulted 

in a 1.8 M kWh saving recorded 

on their sub-metering system. 

The savings, realized over a one 

year period, were a combination 

of upgrades to the base building 

made by the landlord collaborated 

by more efficient space planning 

and designing by the tenant.
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Rich in tradition,
focused on the future.

Commerce Court Sustainability Scorecard 2012
Date issued: June 2013

This report applies to the Commerce Court Complex, including all retail and office spaces. Energy data 
includes Electricity, Steam, Natural Gas and Chilled Water. Greenhouse Gas emission sources include 
Electricity, Natural Gas, Chilled Water, Steam, Landfill Waste and Water. Data has been normalized for 
weather and occupancy where applicable. Greenhouse Gas inventory data follows the Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) Protocol for Corporate Accounting and Reporting, created by the World Resources Institute (WRI) 
and the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD). Data supplied and verified by 
our team partners Energy@Work Inc., Wasteco, Energy Advantage Inc. and Halsall Associates.
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Commerce Court use 25 percent less water than 

the baseline target set by LEED®, resulting in 

savings of 10M liters of water per year.  

42 %

2012
Internationally accepted 
Gold Standard for high 
performance green 
buildings 

2010
BOMA Canada's recognition 
of excellence in resource 
preservation and environ-
mentally sound commercial 
building management 

2009
The second highest BOMA 
achievement recognizing 
environmental leadership 
within the commercial real 
estate industry 

Commerce Court, a Toronto landmark designed by renowned architect

I. M. Pei, is owned and actively managed to reflect its motto “Rich in tradi-

tion, focused on the future.” While respecting the complex’s roots in the 

financial community, investments are made prudently to ensure that 

Commerce Court is the business address of choice. 

Greenhouse gas (GHG) is gases whose absorption 
of solar radiation is responsible for the greenhouse 
effect, including carbon dioxide, methane, ozone, 
and the fluorocarbons. Commerce Court has been 
tracking and proactively reducing these emissions 
for many years. 
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Building projects (such as lighting replace-
ment on select floors, in the lobby and 
mechanical rooms) along with mechanical 
improvements including the installation of 
new control panels, variable speed drives 
on fans and pumps, and high efficiency 
equipment, have contributed to a positive 
impact related to the reduction of GHG 
emissions. For 2012, projects undertaken 
resulted in a 7% reduction in energy use, 
with an estimated 485 tonne reduction in 
GHG emissions.

EN
ER

GY
 S

AV
IN

GS 24 M I L L I O N  k W h s
S I N C E  2 0 0 8

T O T A L
E N E R G Y

S A V I N G S

Electricity use alone in the complex 

has reduced by over 16M kWhs 

since 2008, which is equivalent to 

powering over 3,300 households.
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Sustainability CREED
Sustainability at Commerce Court means aggressively seeking to reduce short- and long-term energy 
consumption. We commit to benchmarking results against best practices and industry standards 
specified by the Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) BESt program and the Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®) assessment system. Our mandate is to continually
improve environmental performance by partnering with tenants and vendors to reduce consumption 
and costs, ultimately increasing tenant satisfaction and comfort within the iconic complex.
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One of the most successful components of Commerce 
Court’s long-standing commitment to sustainability 
is its waste diversion program. A successful waste 
diversion program means that less waste is sent to 
landfill. It also means more recycling materials are 
captured from the overall waste stream.

Questions? Comments? Feedback? Contact us at CCsustainability@gwlra.com
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Commerce Court utilizes a water reclamation system 

that intelligently recycles mechanical hot water 

within the complex. This system allows rejected 

water, which otherwise would be sent to the drain, 

to pre-heat domestic water used in the bathrooms. 

This results in both a steam savings and a water 

savings of 28,000 m3 a year, which is equivalent to 

filling 11 Olympic sized swimming pools. 

Sustainability at Commerce Court
bcIMC recognizes the value of investment in sustainable initiatives and technology. As 
the owner of Commerce Court, bcIMC is committed to ensuring that its team, tenants 
and partners are equipped with state-of-the-art tools and hardware, such as the real-time 
utility monitoring system and automatic digital temperature control, respectively. These 
tools allow for effective and timely decision-making about the efficiency and comfort 
of their building environments.

A key to the complex’s effective waste diversion 

is the tenant-landlord collaboration. Ownership, 

tenants and management of Commerce Court 

have the satisfaction of knowing that their recy-

cling efforts in 2012 saved over 23,000 trees.


